
Summary of Draft Governor Thompson State Park Draft Master Plan
Management and Development
Governor Thompson State Park provides opportunities for public recreation and education in a rustic, forested
setting. The park and its resources provide a broad range of ecological, cultural, social and economic benefits. The
undeveloped and scenic character of the shorelines and forested uplands give the State Park an atmosphere of
solitude, reflection and learning while promoting traditional state park recreational activities within the capabilities
of the natural resources of the site. Both day-use activities and overnight camping are provided. The recreational
facilities include some modern conveniences, but the park structures and facilities have an informal "Northwoods”
style. 

Recreational Facilities
 Modern Campground – 100 sites, 30 to be electric, flush toilets, showers, playground, amphitheater, handicap

cabin, travel trailer pumpout, fish cleaning station, bicyclist/hiker camping 
 Walk-in Rustic Campsites (3) – primitive style, Caldron Falls shoreline area
 Outdoor Group Camp – for groups, tent or trailer, hand pumped water, vault toilets
 Indoor Group Camp – two rustic buildings, for groups, hand pumped water, vault toilets
 Woods Lake Day Use Area – picnicking, fishing, relaxing and passive uses, shelter, vault toilets, drinking

water, non-motorized lake access
 Huber Lake Day Use Area – quiet walk-to picnicking and low impact recreation, fishing, shelter, trails, drinking

water, vault toilets
 Caldron Falls Reservoir Vistas – informal viewing spots along the shoreline
 Caldron Bay Boat Landing/Water Access – upgraded #13, boarding dock, handicap accessible fishing pier,

vault toilets, parking, fish cleaning facility located at campground
 Observation Tower – classic wooden tower, view of the park and Caldron Falls Reservoir
 Nature Interpretation – nature center, nature trail, display kiosks, fire tower adaptation

Trail Systems
 Bike Trails – access most park areas, gravel paved, 5 miles
 Nature Trail – handicap accessible, ½ mile loop
 Hiking/Cross-Country Skiing – access many areas, 10.75 miles, trailhead with parking, water, vault toilets and

information kiosk
 Snowmobile Pass-through – non-road route, 2.75 mile substitute for Ranch Road route
 Horse Trails – pending planning and coordination with Peshtigo River State Forest

NOTE: Roads in the Peshtigo River State Forest are currently open to horseback riding.

 Proposed Vegetative Management
The purpose of vegetative management is to “…provide and maintain a variety of high quality native communities
within the ecological capabilities of the site…” The key phrase “…within the ecological capabilities of the site…”
is critical to understanding the proposed management strategy. All areas of the park would be managed, some
actively and some passively.

Red Oak Management - enhancement areas, possible future succession to pine or maple
 Aspen Management - succession and perpetuation areas
 Pine/Oak Barrens Restoration – educational feature of unique vegetative community
 Wild Rice Bed Protection – avoid disturbance, monitor water levels
 Pine Plantation Management – maximum size trees, eventual succession to other types
 Swamp Conifers and Hardwoods – natural succession to climax forest
 Shoreline Buffer Zones – 200’ on Caldron Falls, 100’ on Huber Lake and Woods Lake
 Forest Pests and Disease Control – gypsy moth, tent caterpillar, oak wilt

Park Boundary and Land Acquisition
The master plan recommends expansion of the Park boundary by about 1,520 acres for resource protection. This
would bring the proposed park boundary to 3,935 acres. It is also proposed that a small part of the Peshtigo River
State Forest shoreline adjacent to the Park be included within the State Park to provide a no-wake zone in Caldron
Bay within Governor Thompson State Park. 


